
 

Volume 9, Issue 1

March 2010

Host Sites
March

2/28/10 – 3/14/10 Mt. Olivet,
Shrewsbury

3/14/10 – 3/21-10 Wesley
Methodist, Worcester

3/21/10 – 3/28/10 Trinity
Lutheran, Worcester

April

3/28/10 – 4/4/10 UCC,
Worcester

4/410 – 4/11/10 First Church,
Sterling

4/11 – 4/18/10 First Cong/
Prince of Peace, Princeton

4/18 – 4/25 First
Congregational, Holden

4/25 – 5/2 Our Lady of Good
Counsel, West Boylston

May

5/2/10 – 5/16/10 Christ the
King, Worcester

5/16/10 – 5/23/10 Salem
Covenant, Worcester

5/23/10 – 5/30/10 OPEN

June

5/30/10 – 6/6/10 Trinity
Episcopal, Shrewsbury

6/6/10 – 6/13/10 Immanuel
Lutheran, Holden

6/13-10 – 6/20/10 Blessed
Sacrament Worcester

6/20/10 – 6/27/10 United
Paris, Upton

6/27/10 – 7/11/10 St.
Stephen’s Westborough

Co-ordinator ’s
Corner

ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE

VACATION WITH A MISSION - RIDE FOR A REASON UPDATES
The Advisory Board of the
IHN of Greater Worcester
is pleased to bring two
new, exciting and fun
fund-raisers to our
network congregations
and the wider community
to benefit the Interfaith
Hospitality Network of
Greater Worcester.

Vacation with a Mission

The first fund-raiser is
Vacation with a Mission.
Vacation with a Mission is
a vacation raffle. We are
currently soliciting
donations of weekends or
weeks at vacation
properties owned by
friends of IHN Worcester
and our network
congregation members.
Many people from our
network of approximately
30 congregations and our
community supporters
have family vacation
homes or time share
properties that they’d be
willing to donate the use
of for a week or weekend
to benefit the IHN of
Greater Worcester.

Between March 1 and
April 1 we’re actively
seeking donations.
Owners specify all details
of the donation (time of
year, dates, number of
occupants, children, non-
smoking, pets, etc) on a

Our Guests

 

· Mom w/ 1 ½ year old
daughter & 2 month old son

· Mom & Dad w/ 13 year old
daughter

· Mom & Dad w/ 14 year old
son

· Mom & Dad w/ 2 daughters,
2 years & 1 year

donation form.
Information from the
forms will be collected
and collated into a
Vacation with a Mission
“catalogue” and in
exchange for a $100
donation, contributors can
place their name in the
“bucket” for the vacation
property of their choice.
[Forms available from
congregation clergy and/
or coordinator and the
Day Center]

Advisory Board
Chairperson, the Rev. Jan
Gregory-Charpentier
says, “The one-time,
$100 donation is a very
generous donation and
more pricey than your
typical raffle. That is why
we want to reward donors
with a strong possibility of
spending some high
quality time in some
wonderful places. A week
or a weekend vacation
property for $100 is a
great bargain! We hope
IHN supporters will give
because they want to
continue the important
work of the IHN. But we
also want to give a great
present back: a week or
weekend at a beautiful
place for a great price!”

The Vacation with a
Mission raffle will run April

– May 15. Tickets will be
limited in number to
assure a high proportion
of winners. Tickets and
catalogues will be
distributed to all network
congregations, the
mailing list and the Day
Center. Stay tuned for the
Vacation with a Mission
roll-out around April 1st!

Homeowners and time
share owners, please
contact Joanne Alley at
the Day Center or Jan
Gregory-Charpentier, at
(508) 529-9819, Advisory
Board Chair, for a
donation form.

Ride for a Reason

Our second fund-raiser is
Ride for a Reason, a
charity bike ride, again
with all proceeds
benefitting the important
work of the IHN of
Greater Worcester.
Please reserve
Saturday , June 12, 9 am
– Noon , for our first
annual Ride for a
Reason. Our route will
start at network
congregation, First
Congregational Church of
West Boylston, with a
choice of either a 15 mile
or 30 mile loop, covering
some beautiful roads out
through Sterling, Clinton
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A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR

PROGRAM UPDATES Joanne Alley, Director

Power  Of One, When
One Reaches Out T o
Many

Thanks to the kindness
and generosity of many
folks, Christmas was
once again a special time
for the IHN families.    In total 98
individuals from 40 families
received Christmas presents!

My eternal gratitude goes to Pam
Guild, First Church In Sterling
for coordinating the Secret Santa
program again this year.  Each
year the program grows and each
year Pam is cheerfully committed
to ensuring that every child
receives presents from his/her
own special Santa.  Thank you so
much Pam for all of the effort that
you put in to making this project a
huge success!

Of course equally important...

 for the success of the project is
the generosity of all of our
“Santas”.  This year our Santas
included volunteers from seven
congregations, Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Holden,
United Parish in Upton,
Pakachoag Church in Auburn,
First Church in Sterling, First
Congregational Church in
Princeton, First Congregational
Church in Shrewsbury and

Acetaminophen for infants

Tissues

Disinfectant spray/wipes

Hand sanitizer

Socks for women and children

Thank you, please contact
Joanne at 508-798-6732

WISH LIST

 

Wesley United Methodist
Church, as well as the
students and teachers at
two schools in Sterling,
Houghton School and
Village Green Preschoo l.

Remax Advant age also
provided pajamas and

books, We Aide  provided gift bags
filled with personal care products,
hats, gloves and scarves,
Cornerstone Quilters  provided
handmade quilts and U Mass
Memorial  provided personal care
baskets for our moms.

I thank you all for reaching out to
help those who otherwise may not
have received gifts on Christmas
morning.  Please know how much
your kindness was appreciated
and know too that your generosity
not only brought joy to the many
children you assisted, but to their
parents as well.

I would also like to thank…

The members of First
Congregational Church in
Oxford  who generously provided
supplies to get us through the cold
and flu season - tissues, hand
sanitizer, disinfectant spray and
cleaning products.

And the many, many folks,
congregations and businesses that
made financial contributions to IHN

during the Christmas season.
Thank you all so much for your
generosity!

Creative FUNdraising

Several congregations had special
collections during their
Thanksgiving Services that were
donated to IHN.  Immanuel
Lutheran  members contributed
$1200, the Interfaith Service at
First Baptist collected $377, and
the Prayers for Thanksgiving (a
combined service with Trinity
Lutheran and Blessed Sacrament)
collected $344.

First Church in Sterling  raised
$657 from their Holly Berry
Breakfast in December.

Temple Sinai  collected $606 from
their Tzedakah Box.

Members of First Unitarian
contributed $7728 for IHN through
the collection taken at their
Christmas services!

And recently, Evangelical
Congregational Church had the
“Italian Night” fund-raiser for IHN.

Want you community or other
organization to know more
about IHN?  Would you like to
schedule a presentation? IHN
has enthusiastic people
waiting to talk with you. Please
contact Dave Farabaugh  at
farabaughd@comcast.net.

SPEAKER BUREAU

 

Thank you to all
who bought and
sold the IHN
holiday note
cards this winter.

New this year was a flower note
card, perfect for the spring and
summer months.  Contact Joanne if
you are interested in either selling
or purchasing the flower cards.
Artwork is an original created by a
child from the IHN program.

Thank you to everyone!

 Notes from the Heart
of a Child
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THE BIG PICTURE

FIRE & CODE
REGULATIONS - HOW
THEY AFFECT OUR
NETWORK
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Please make every effort to
come to this important co-

ordinator’s meeting as we will be
discussing the new state fire and
code regulations and what they
mean for congregations hosting

IHN families.

Co-ordinator’s Meeting

Monday, April 5th, 7 PM

Wesley Congregational Church

Main Street, Worcester
(home of the IHN Day Center)

and Leominster. The routes have
been planned to be accessible and
attractive to both experienced and
novice riders. (Children under 16
need to be accompanied by an
adult). There will be rest stops
providing food, water, toilet facilities,
first aid and bike repair. A “Sag
Wagon” (a backup car equipped
with bike rack that drives the route

March 28th: First Church In Sterling is holding their Palm Sunday
Promenade 4 mile walk . Contact Phil Holman 978-422-7694 or
Janet Madison 978-422-6079.

April - May 15th: V acation with a Mission Raffle. Contact Jan
Gregory-Charpentier, at (508) 529-9819, Advisory Board Chair, for a
donation form.

May 1st: First Church In S terling  is holding an Auction.  Contact
Phil Holman 978-422-7694 or Janet Madison 978-422-6079 to make
donations or purchase event tickets www.treasuresofthecommunity.com.

May 16th: W alk for the Homeless  25th Annual Walk
for the Homeless will be a three mile walk that begins
and ends at Elm Park. Registration: 1 P.M. WALK: 2
P.M.  BBQ and live entertainment following.

This is an important fund-raiser for IHN and our
goal this year is to get a “W alk Team” from

each of our Network congregations.  Won’t
you please consider joining us?

If you would like more information, or if you
would like someone to come to speak to your

congregation to help raise awareness of the issues of
homelessness and to help increase support and participation for the
WALK, please contact Joanne Alley at IHN (508-798-6732) or Amy

Walsh from the Central Mass Housing Alliance
(508-791-7265 ext. 31).

June 12th: Ride for a Reason. Contact Jan
Gregory-Charpentier, at (508) 529-9819, Advisory
Board Chair.

to pick up participants with flat tires
or other problems) will be provided.
A celebration picnic back at the
start will crown the event! It
promises to be a great time and
raise needed funds for our
program. Registration for the event
is $15.00 (with a commitment to
fundraise at minimum of $200) or a
flat registration fee of $65.00.
Registration forms will soon be
available on the IHN website soon!

 

 

 

 Many volunteers will be needed to
make Ride for a Reason a
smashing success. We will need
set-up, registration, food, sag
wagon, rest stop, bike mechanic
and picnic assistants. Please
contact Amy MacDougall at
asl4162@verizon.net or call Rev.
Jan Gregory-Charpentier at (508)
529-9819. Stay tuned for more
information on ways to both help
and to ride!

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

UPCOMING EVENTS TO BENEFIT
OUR FAMILIES

 



The Interfaith Hospitality Network is an organization that unites the

religious community in an effort to serve and nurture families who are

homeless regardless of income and family structure. Thirty-one

congregations, many with assistance from additional congregations,

provide meals, shelter and hospitality. Families receive individualized

advocacy for housing, employment, and financial issues at the IHN day

center. Massachusetts is the 5th least affordable state in the country for

housing and about 20,000 children live in emergency shelters each year.

Greater Worcester’s IHN has helped 251 families, a total of 744

individuals, since its formation in 1997. IHN mak es a difference!

 

114 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608

Phone: 508-798-6732

FAX: 508-798-8286

www.ihnworcester.org

Where people of faith work together
to support families who are homeless
throughout the greater Worcester area.

 

Where people of faith work together
to support homeless families
throughout the greater Worcester area.

Newsletter

The IHN newsletter continues to be made possible by
the spirit of a Common Mission:

Contributing Reporters: Joanne Alley, Jan
Gregory-Charpentier, David Farabaugh,

Phil Holman , President and owner of Four Star
Connections, Inc., Hudson: printing and mailing

Janet Kirwan Madison, Publisher

Thank you!

TO:


